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EXERCISES ON LISTENING FOR ACADEMIC PURPOSES 
(Quest 3, Laurie Blass & Pamela Hartman, McGraw Hill)
Listen to the track and answer the following questions, Please always check your spelling and grammar.


IV. CHAPTER IV: THE GLOBAL ECONOMY
A.  Listening for main idea (p 104 Track Chptr IV-2)

Listen to the conversation and answer the question:

What is Brandon’s career goal? ………………………………………………………..
B. Listening for details (p 104 Track Chptr IV-2)

Listen to the conversation again and take notes to answer these questions. Don’t write complete sentences:

1. Why does Jennifer think Brandon is lucky?

………………………………………………………..

2. What kind of job did Brandon have last summer?

……………………………………………….…

3. Why is Brandon’s company hiring programmers in Eastern Europe?

……………………………………
4. How long has Brandon been working wih computers?

………………………………………..…
5. Why does Brandon say that he would hire cheap labor overseas?  

…………………………………………………………………
C. Making inferences about attitudes/feelings (p 105 Track Chaptr IV-4)
Listen to parts of the conversation again and make inferences. Circle the correct answer.

1. How do you think Tanya feels about the possibility of getting a good job this summer?

a. She’s optimistic; she thinks she has a good chance.

b. She’s pessimistic; she doesn’t think she has a good chance.

c. She’s indifferent; she doesn’t care.

d. She doesn’t have any idea of her choices.

2. How do you think Brandon feels about computer programming as a career goal?

a. He’s excited about it.

b. He doesn’t really want to do it anymore.

c. He thinks he’s too good to do it.

d. He doesn’t have any opinion.

3. How does Brandon’s career goal compare to the kind of work that he’s been doing since he was 13?

a. It’s about the same

b. It requires less responsibility.

c. It requires more responsibility.

d. It’s in a totally different field.

4. Why might Jennifer think that Brandon’s plan to hire cheap labor overseas for his company is a bad idea?

a. The company loses money.

b. It’s bad for the economy of the country where the workers live.

c. It’s bad for US citizens who need jobs.

d. It makes products cost more.

5. Why might some people think Brandon’s plan to hire cheap labor overseas for his company is a good idea?

a. People who don’t have a lot of money can buy his product.

b. US workers will have more jobs.

c. He can give jobs to people who need them

d. It will make his products available overseas

D. Intonation: Hearing tag questions intonation (p 109 B Track Chptr IV-8)

Listen to the following statements with tag questions. Decide whether the speaker is sure or not sure. Circle the correct answer.

1. Sure 
Not sure 

2. Sure 
Not sure

3. Sure 
Not sure

4. Sure 
Not sure

5. Sure 
Not sure

6. Sure 
Not sure

7. Sure 
Not sure

8. Sure 
Not sure

E. Listening for the Meanings of Words and Phrases (p 119. Track Chpt IV-15).

Listen to sentences with these economics words and phrases from the lecture. Then match the terms on the left with the definitions on the right. Write the correct letters on the lines.

	…....
	1
	A trade off
	A
	Economic planners in socialist government

	……
	2
	Centralize
	B
	The exchange of one thing for another

	……
	3
	Cost
	C
	To put power/authority in a central organization

	……
	4
	Decentralized
	D
	To give power/authority to private citizens

	……
	5
	Technocrats
	E
	Handling money in a smart way

	……
	6
	The private sector
	F
	Not the government; private citizens

	……
	7
	Scarcity
	G
	What is given up in order to get something else

	……
	8
	Strategic output
	H
	Materials/products that help a country defend itself

	……
	9
	Fiscally sound
	I
	Power distributed among several groups

	……
	10
	privatize
	J
	Shortage; lack of


F. Listening for the main points in an introduction (p 119 B Track Chptr IV-16)


Listen to the introduction of the lecture. Take notes on the main points of the lecture.

The lecture will cover:

1. Economic issues that …………………………………………
2. Two ways that…………………………………………………
3. Transition from …………………………………………….…
G. Taking notes: Using a variety of graphic organizers (p 120C Track Chptr IV-17)

Section 1.

Economic issues that affect all nations

Number of nations: ………………….…

	Ways in which nations differ



	1. Age

Example: ………………….…


	2. Size

Sparse: ………………….…

Tightly packed: ………………….…
	3. Wealth not measured by ………………….…
Measured by ………………….….





	Some nations are rich in human resources, but poor in natural resources.

Example: ………………….…

	
	1. Human resources

Examples: ………………….…
	2. Natural resources.

Examples: ………………….…


Section 2. Trade-offs (p 121 Track Chptr IV-18)
1. All nations must confront same limitations. 
Scarcity of resources: food, housing, clothing, education, medical care.

Cost: every choice involves ………………….…
Ex.: ………………….….

2. Trade-offs: to produce something nations must produce less of others.
	Central economic planning
	Market capitalism

	· ………………….…

· ………………….…
	· ………………….…………………….….


Section 3. Facts about economic planning under socialism

1. Technocrats developed plans for 

How ………………….…
What ………………….…
For whom ………………….…
2. The plans were plausible because ………………….…………………….….

3. The central plan was not simple because ………………….…………………….……….

4. Technocrats’ priorities strategic input

5. How planners used the power of the state: ………………….…
Ex.: In the 1960s, one Soviet leader claimed they would “bury” the West, meaning ………………….…
Therefore, placed emphasized on ………………….…

.***Give your best!***
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