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Please answer the questions.

 What do you expect from this subject?

 What is your goal learning this subject?

 How would you achieve your goals?



INTRODUCTION TO SFL

 Every linguistic choice we make is systematic, and the 

reason we say something in a certain way is the result of 

a choice, albeit unconscious. 

 Such choices are made from a set of systems containing 

structures, allowing us unlimited ways of creating 

meaning (Bloor and Bloor, 2004), while our experiences 

of the world, of text types and socially- and culturally-

bounded situations, help build up our schemata of these 

systems. 



• the way in which a language is 
organised’ (Butt et al, 2000)

Traditional 
grammar

• ‘meaning-making resources’ (Halliday and 
Matthiessen, 2004)

•a study of meaning construction through 
systems of lexicogrammatical choices that 
serve functions within social and cultural 
contexts.

Systemic 
functional



Language

(De Saussure)

Paradigmatic

(Halliday: 
system)

choice

Syntagmatic

(Halliday: 
structure)

prescribed 
sequences 



Learning a language was thus ‘learning how to mean’ 

(Halliday, 1975).

Unlike Chomsky, Halliday did not believe in a finite system 

of rules, and preferred a descriptive approach of 

examining sentences as being appropriate or 

inappropriate to the prescriptive approach of labelling 

them ‘correct’ or ‘incorrect’ (Eggins, 2004). 
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assignment; 30%

discussion; 30%

quiz; 20%

exam; 20%

SCORING



To do list:

1
•Join google classroom.

2

•Write your conclusion from the explanation 
as your attendance confirmation.

3

•For next material, search about “context” in 
SFL.




